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TALK OF POLBGATS

STIRS UP STRIFE

Asd the Climax Comes in the

Poker Game at O1d Man
Greenlaw’s.

By DAVID A. CURTIS.
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“Maia't had no e'picion o' nothin’

like that, not afo’ 1 done come asho'
{ haln't®™

somepin' ahameful.”

‘““Fhey don't'nobody round these parts
monkey with no polecats,” replied the
old man sternly, “not ‘thouten they gits
none too
nealthy fo' nobody to git thataway,

rmillar. ‘Tain't reckoned

not ento & short scquaintance, ‘taln’t

an' polecatn ain’'t no 'xception. Mebbe
vo' all mought do well If yo' was to
We una
At noways p'tic’ler ‘bout how we

make & note o' that thar
gt rid of ‘em.”

*Well, ‘tain’'t nothin' to me how yo'
treats 'em.” said the stranger with
sy in@ifference, “on'y I'd & heap
druther not ceme asho’ if 1'd & knowed
they was actlve as they ‘pears to be.
Back where 1 come fromm we don't

gen'ly 'low ‘em to atay rowmd,

“Yo' all ‘pears to have & mighty po'
‘sinlon o yo' kin,” observed Bassett In
& tone betokening exasperation. "They
Aln't nobody hyar gives @ damn where
‘is yo' done come from, but th'ain’t
no dificulty ‘bout onderstandin’ whv

vo' done come, ‘cordin’ o what yo

sys. 'Pears like yo' must ha' been
drove out. Bomepin’ like that's liable

0 happen hyar If yo' keeps on wavin
you' tall like yo' Ig."

*Joe¢'s right. hut‘u ain't nowaya dip-
lomatic,” interposed the old man, as
he saw that the stranger was about to
rply ungently. He Wwas not himseif
averss 1o strife when the proper time
for it arrived, but he abominated the
premature fomentation of it, and he
had seen when the stranger pald for

his drinks that he had & wad.

‘“They 1 some longitude ‘lowed’ to
them what don’t know no better.,” he
continued. “Hut Bassett sho' does hate
o hear Arkansss City spoke disre-
reckon yo' all i
pressin’ the limit some, talkin' o' pole-
«als Pears like yo' mought 'a’ found

mpec'ful of, an' I

wmepin' else to talk about.”

“1 wa'n't thinkin' o' polecats till yo'
il gentioned ‘em yo' own self,” sald
the stranger Indignantly, "but T seen

right away what——"

*No. Nor they wa'n't nobody eolse
thinkin' o' polecats till yo' all done come
“Then Lhey

in" Interrupted Bassett.
souldn't mopody think o' nothin' elee.”

‘1 sh'd say what that come to'able
the
simnger calmly, He stlll stood lean-
ng his elbow on the bar as if wholly
disinterested, but he narrowed his eyes

nigh bein' Aghtin' talk,” sald

vightly and looked fixedly at DBasseti

They had not taken particular notice
i/ his appearance before, but, conslder-
‘ng the circumstances, it seemed worth

while to do mo. He looked capable.

“Mought be tooken thataway.' ad-
mitted Bassett with a happy smile, He |
uesled off his coat g» he spoke and ad-

inced threateningly, but the stranger
4.4 not move, unless the change in his |
"ipremsion might be conaidered to in-
'olve motion. A look of surprise came

inte his face.

"1 wa'n’t lookin' fo' no fight when 1
coms (n" he began, showing no partic-
ulat concern, “but If yo' all 18 hell
bant———" Then he paused and looked
at old man Greenlaw as the latter in-

‘errupted again:
"Firet off, th

me," he sald,
“tarfere if they's gwine to be dlddins
Lt they ain't no reel ‘casion fo' a fAight
Ot et they ain't, an', anyways, it'l
h'e 1o he did oytside,

have the place all tore up, an' afo

‘Lo festivities hegins they'd better be

« fow mo' drinks.

"This un's on the house,” he sald
puin, while he was placing glasses

ard a bottle on the bar,

Fven Daasett was unahle to think of
A valid objection to this proposition,

end ke turned to the bar
As for the stranger, he seemed en

‘.rely indifferent, and he probably was.
Having stopped over In Arkansas City
ne Pealised that the worst hud already
wppened. Whatever might happen to
“m there would at least serve to keep

hu-h-m?

|\ baing there, and

had
olapeed sinos there had been
any sevious physioal ancounter,
or futher afiy that was accounted merl-
om0 0}d man Greenlaw’s little saloon
1 Ariansss City, and Joo Basstt, be-
mn-lmmhllnm“
mealy 1han In any other of the pleas-
ures of tfe that were available in that
jocality, was depressed In spirit ac-

fis mental outlook was peculiar, to
It wan falrly well de-
Pearsall, who said of
“Jes ain't never what
good natured 'thouten
‘Poars like th'ain't

which he might have advanced to a

‘pears to be Kkyind
observed, with a super-
say what If they
tol'able soon It'd

that so?' sald old man Creen-
“1 haln't took no-
p'tic'lar perfume recent, not
Yo' all
foul o' no polecat lately.

the miranger
premptly, “but mebbe that's what 1
Jdone took netice of. Moughti be & poie-
cat, but what's been did to R? Pears
1ike somebody must ha' apwervated It

ey'll be a round o
‘rinks. an’ they'll be on the house this
“I don't p'pose fo' to

1 aln't gwine

some glleviation at least. Having
tasted the old man's liquor already he
realized the Inevitable consequence of
taking more of it, not being uped to It
but even that did not terrify him. He
drank with the others, but he took only
& very small drink,

Meantime the old man exchanged
meaning Jooks with Jim Blaisdell and
Jake Winterbottom, who wers of tho
party, and Jake, catching his meaning,
sald, as he sct his glass back, “Mehbe
it mought be worth while fo' to put off
that game till a'ter Jos an' the gent 1s
done tooken thelr exercise, Jim."

But Jim sald: "No. We uns ¢'n slart
it goin' an' they ¢'n set In later It they
likes, They's done besn c'naldable
valyable time lost a'ready, an' we c'n
play threehanded tili they're through,
‘thouten the old man'll set in fo' a spell
Just 10 be soclable, an' maks It fo'-
handed.”

But the ¢ld man sald: “I reckon I
won't play to-night. Three on ye ‘Il be
enough fo' to start in, an' mo'n likely
Jo# an' the gent ‘Il be through by the
time things gits 'xeitin’, Yo' all wa'n't
thinkin' o' fightin' long, was you'?" he
added; turning 10 the stranger.

“Well, that d'penda” sald the
atranger. “1 wa'n't thinkin' o' Aghtin'
at all, but pears iike they is some call
fo' it, an' 1 reckon this gent’ll have to
be satisfied, first off. 'Pears like it'd
be mo' nachul llke fo' to wet in at the
smame afo’ mixin', Likely theyll be
mo’ to fAight about If It's poker what's
Ewine to be played.”

“That's spoke like & man,” exclaimed
old mun Greenlaw with great satisfac-
NO0 T sasbon. 08 ' 15 b oot Sy

rec 't in no 't h A
Bourd. Joe?" i
r. Bassett was not much given to
speech, but It was evident from his
manner that he was not greatly
pleansd. He had been willlng enouxh
to forego him favorite amusement for
a time when the old man had set ‘em
up, but the greater delay Involved in
playing poker was littie to his taste.
He was not, however, entirely destl-
tute of fine feelingn and perceiving the
possibility of pecuniary gain In the
postponement he ylelded, albeit he did
80 ungracioualy,

“Have it yo' own way,” he mald,
shrugging his massive shoulders, and
pickihg up hin coat, he went with the
others into the little room back of the
maloon.

The stranger tagged along without
Baste but with no evident reluctance.
He seemed indeed to have little Inter-
o8t in the procesdings. but to be will-
fng enough for anything that might
happen. Thes studied him carefully
without appearing to do so, as was
their customn when about to bexin a
rame, but they were unable to form
definite conclusions. On the one hand
he looked entirely capable of looking
sfter himself in aimost any emergency,
as has been sald already, hut o8 the
other hand there was & listleas g In
his bearing that indleated an wutter
lack of relish for his surroundings. It
was an If In fishing for bluefish they
had hooked n cod. They saw no prom-
pect of rouning him to excitement, no
matter huw the gune wighi go.

Nevertheless he took his seat at the
table reaclly enough and did not balk
when the old man demanded $100 as
the r-'ce of a stack. Moreover, they
saw that he did not by any means ex-
haust his avallable capital when he
handed over the money. There was
therefore a posalbllity that his very
Iindifference might prove sdvantageous
to them. And they were all actuated
by & high resolve to make it exciting
for him If they could.

Accordingly they siaried the game
with no apparent regard to the mone-
tary vialue attaching to the chips they
were using, biuMng one another out-
rageounly when the stranger refumed
to stay and pretending little caution
in thelr play even when he joined In
the contest, It could hot be sald that
he meemed greatly stirred by these
tactics, but they noted with satisfac-
tlon that he played, whenever he did
play, with as lHitle thought as they of
the size of his bets, bhut premently a
climax developed.

It came from Bassett presuming too
far on the stranger's insouclance. No-
body had ever criticised Mr. Hasmett
openly. H!s behavior in physical en=
countera was beyond cavll, but in &
game of poker there waa perhaps a
shade too much of recklessness in his
mancuvres, and though his friends
forbore to comment on it they real-
ised that {t Involved a eertain peril,
They saw-—-=indeed they could not
avold seeing—that he wan a little care-
less In the way hs took 3 card that
Pearsall handed over to him after the
draw,

The stranger saw it too. He could
not help it. For the first time he
showed keen Interest, and he spoke out
sharply, though his volce was unim-
pamioned when he sald:

“I reckoned mebbe me an’ yo' "d @l
sompin' to Aight about what was mo'
satiafact'ry ‘n that thar fool talk o
polecats. Now yo' all ¢'n either eat that
cyard or fght, whichever yo' damn
please, but it'll be one or t'other right
quick.

“An’ yo' all needn't to be wavin' that
stick,” he continued, addressing old
man Greenlaw as he entered the back
room with his bungstarter, *“Mes an'
| this gent ¢'n settle this yer question
our ownselfs.'"

Not even the old man could think of
anything likely to be more satiafactory
than what the stranger proposed, and
as Mr. Bassett disdained the use of
artillery In & conflict with a single un-
armed foe, and as the siranger made no
muotion toward drawing a gun, they all
went out on the levee.

Bath contestunts threw off thelr
coats and the others observed with
great Interest that though the stranger
was half a hend shorter than Bassett
he had *phenomenal shoulders and
arms and that his chest was as thick
tors and aft as It was sideways. More.
uyer he showed them mmediately that
his legs were in good condition and
were marvellously nimble, for when
Bassett made a rush for him 'he
iatepped one side and the local cham-
plon passed tliree or four yards by be-
fure he could check himself.

Then cams another surprise, for be«

upon his back, selsing him about the
i neck with his two hands and wrapping
* him lega mo closely around tha cham-
« plon's arma that the |atter could not
1| even ralse them,

The force of the Impact sent them
hoth to the ground with the stranger
on top, and then for a brief space Mr.
Bassett was manhandled to an ex-
tent that not even the stranger could
fall to And aatiafactory.

The two wers speedily torn apart,
but the Ineradicable fict remained.
Mr. Bansett had been @8irty Moked and
the stranger wora a amlle of Insffable
«|content. There was much turmoll and
some talk of subjecting the stranger
to harsh treatment, but Bassett him-
self Intervensd.

“The drinks s on me,"’ he sald.

tore he could turn the stranger leaped !
| make the ten good for reentry and give
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SECRET OF BIDDING
AT ROYAL AUCTION

Preparedness for Defensive as
Important as Move for
Offensive.

One secret of goud bidding at auction,
a8 it is of good strategy In war, (s pn-I
parednesa. The successful bldder, ihe

Mﬂumnmmmumhl
either suit he made his two aces and
then led another heart, which Z had to

trump.
Now A must make two more trumpnm,
#0 that all Z gets out of his own hand'
and bis partner's |a five trump tricks,
which is all his hand was good for In the
first place. for 400 and simple

re. i
When £ passes without & bid on the
first round it does not matter whether|
he bids two spades over A's no trumper
on the second round or not. He has left |
his partner under no misapprehension s
to his defenaive strength, as he hans de-|
nled having two tricka by passing the
original bid. !
If he bids two spades on the second
round A will naturally go two no trumps
and will make 30 and 40, but that is &
lfong way from winning 419 on the hand.
The student should observe that Z's

one who can be dapended on a8 8 PArt:| bid |p unsound for two out of the three

PROBLEMS FOR ‘SUN’
READERS T0 SOLYE

Instruetive and Interesting
Bituations in Bridge and
Checkers.

HBridge problem No, 392 presented an
entirely different form of strategy from
those that preceded 1t and illustrated &
peint that s continually coming up st
the card table. This is the opportunity
to get rid of a high card which would
ba the best of the sult on the second

ner. I the ons who Is prepared for the reasona for bidding, because he s not round If held up.

The great mase of piayers never look |

them In their own carda. They never

fina) declaration, no matter who gets It. |

beyond thelr own Interests as they e game:

wtop to ask themeelves anything beyond

the question, “Am I willlng to piay this,

&ard on my bIdT' and many of them do

thalr partners will lsad If the player on
the laft gets the declaration, or what
thelr pariner will axpect tham to lead if
the declaration ia on the right? Btill
more, bow many

Attack are sound enough, but
thelr bide are not & preparation for de-
fanca In cane they are the ones attacked.
To take an extreme but |mprobable
caso, It I8 w wimple motier (o Sid
heart on ten of that sult }
cAuse with hearts for trumps It ia im-
possible to lose the odd trick aguinat
any combination of the cards. Seven
out of those ten hearts must be good for

not even give that suMclent thought. |
How many persons ask themseives what |

they |
prepara- |

0 the jack, be-

tricks, and that ls the contract. ]
But this la not preparedness. There'
Are two things for which the bidder must

always be prepared. One Is his partner's
gpetting the declaration and the other s
the opponents’ getting it.
thres times out of four on the everage.
In either of these contingencles ten
::nrl.n to the jack are not worth a hill of

ans,

While the original object of the bid
may be (o get the conitract, and with
averages assistance from the partner to
make if, this condition may be reversed.
It may be the partner that will get the
contract and will expect to make It with
your assistance.

There |n still another condition that
may arise and which must be provided
for. Eilther of the opponents, or both
combined, may be too strong for you,
and then your eards will be wanted only
for purposes of defence. All original
blds, therefore. should be put to a double
test. In the hand good for the contract,
and Is it strong enough to aasist the part-
ner In attack or in defence?

With regard Lo the contract, the aver-
Age expectation from a partner who has
yot 1a speak Is two tricks. Hometimes
he has more than two : at other timaa he
will have nothing. But that is the aver-
age. and all bids are made on averages.

But when the partner has made & bid
there In no longer any average about it
The two tricks should be a certainty If
he has the firet one to speal, be-
cause |f (hape were not two tricka in his
hand his bld was not justified, no matter
what he held. He was not forced to say
anything on the first round. BSecondary
bids are another matter,

Take thin case. which is from a dupli-
cate match played last winter
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Z denlt and bld a spade. From the
preparedness point of view this hid
|s ynaound. If his partner can win iwo
tricks anywhere Z should make hls con-
tract, But If the partner geta the dec-
laration Z has not the required two
tricks assistancs, and If the oppunenis
get It 2 has not the required two
tricks for the defence. There la no jus-
tification for any original bld on Z's
cards. He should have walted until the
second round, If thai never comes, he
1s well out of a difficult situation.

A bld no trump. T Is net etgong
enough to doubla, bul he 18 oo strong
to give up the contest so easlly, #o he
bids two hearts, chiefly to deny the
spades. As a ruls, when a playsr har
been told what to lead against & no
trumper it is better to keep atill, dut Y
has no spades to lead.

B doubled the two hearta to show
his two stoppers In that sult, Then Z,
went to three apades, which s about
three tricks more than his hand {s worth
if his partner refuses to asaist him.

A doubled the two spades, Inatead of
going on with the no trumper, but when
Y pnseed B went to two no Lrumps
which weni round to ¥, who doubled It.
Hin reasoning e perfectly sound, or
would be |f hie partner's original bid
were soupd.

How is it possible for A to make two
odd at no trump If Z has two sure
tricks, at least one of them In spades,
while Y lies over the no trumper In
three other sulta, strong enough to hold
them wsafe, oven If B has both ace
and queen of hearta?

On the strength of his partner's hav-
Ing two tricks in hearts A redoubled,
and to pull his partner out of the hole
that Z himself had got him into Z had
to bid threes spades, which of course A
fdoubled. That ended the bidding. Had
Z kept still A would have made his two
odd st no trump, redoubled, becauss It
war made at other tables when there
was no other bid, Z pamaing the first
time, not teelng any chance to make his
spades as he had no reentry, or bld-
ding two spades the second round and
then dropping it

Agalnst the no trumper Y
heart nine and the queen won. & led
the club ten and A passed It up. The
second olub lead A won with the king.
At thia point tha majority of players
would probably lead the heart, so as to
get the spade finesss, but A led 'the king
of diamonds and followed with the
jack to coax the quesn. This would

led the

A two finenses In spades, which would
win the game,

Y refused to play tha quesn. A coula
do nothing but go on with the ace and
whother, putting Y In, & discarding
spades, ¥ led the top heart, B won with
the nce and gave A the spade finesse,
upon which Y discarded a losing heart.

Now all that A can make Is his
two goen, bacause If he leads the clubs
twl makes two heart tricks. - If he
lendn spades twica Z will make twn
spade tricks. What has £ aocomplished
by his original bld except (o show
A where he could make & safe finesue?
But for Y'n refusal to give up the queen
of diamonds this would have cost them
1l RAMS,

Tieturning to the table at whioch £ went
tn three spadeg and A doubled, hare I»
how the play went: A epened with a
heart, as B had doubled T's bid, B
with the ace and 8
dummy

This ,.,.”.n.l'rhll he has done

prepared sither to asalst his partner or,
o defend himuell.

Thers are countless Instances of a

player having twoa aure tricks over an

Here Is another sxample from another ' gdversary If the adversary has to lead

|the sujt, and the play being Interfered
1 %ith by the partner's having to win tha

Wwran ‘nm of those tricks with a card which
tﬂ he might have got rid of sariier In the
008 |piay. THe Sun published & hand no
EJ0 8 long agoe In which an important match
hinged on thia playv. !
] : = -1 q Here ia the distribution In the prob-
Aq108 av | o
A
AR = 4 v .
0065 QY
= 248
- o
Z dealt and Bid & heart, e has oniy | Q B Y oﬁ"
four In sult, but he has three honors, Jé
and muet ghow In what suit he can as- pe L
nist hie partner or defend himeself. Un- & 30 48
ks the original bid In the previous,
hand, this one might be criticised as un- |
found In one respect and sound In the | (VA |
two others. He should have Another | L
trump or an sutside trick to make It & Q
sound declaration 1o bhe left with,
When A bid a spade Y supported the ! £E9 6

henrts, and B went to two xpades, which '
"ognd A passed. Y went to three |
hearts, partly because he thought he!
could help 2 to make it and partly to}
lead A into a trap. With his singleton |
Leart and three tricks In dlamonds B |
thourht he could risk three spades ]

This Ia not justified by his cards His|
partuer counts on him for two tricks. |
With more than two B should assist. |
The fourth trick Is

When £ and A pamsed the three spade
bid ¥ doubled. If Z has two wure tricks
anywhere Y haa at least (wo In trumps
and the ace of clutm. These will set the
contract, but they would not go gamp in
hearts If Z refuses to rebld his hand.
Thin he 1a free to do after Y's double, If
he is aqual to the game In hearts.

The point for the beginner to see in
that Y s doubling on the strength of Z'n
original bld. 1 Z la prepared to produce
two sure tricks toward the defence A
cannut make his contract, unless thers is
some remarkahle dlstribution of the
cards in his favor,

Buspecting B might have no hearts, ¥
started with the ace of eluba and then
led the heart. This made it easy for Z
to read the club ss a singleton. If 2
leads the trump A will put the ace right
on, ruft dummy with a heart nnd lead
queen and seven of Alamonds so a8 to
ruff the second diamond and give Aummy
anoiher wuf an the hearts. Or B may
make four diunondl Iﬂ;.ln:.-mﬂ'lnr
the heart. The resuit is [ 11

In the actusl play 2 led the club and
¥ trumped It. Another heart allowed
dummy to trump, Y Inferring that am A
could give dummy the ruff at any time,
T might as well do it ans to guess at
somathing else. Dummy led the Ilmmn
and Y won It, forcing out dummy’s Iast
trump with the third heart lead. This
jeaves Y with another sure trick in
trumps, which set the contract for 100

inte,
p”!orno might thirk 1t a pity that B
could not show the diamonda and In-
duce A to go mo trumps, but there ls
nothing in that declaration for A, weak
as the hands are against him.

Y would open with the hearts and Z
would return the spads. If A puls on
the mce to clear the clubs, Y goea on
with the hearts, Four heart tricks save
the game, with the king of spadea yet
to hear from and the dlamond wsuit
atopped. Four clubs, three diamonds and
a spade seems to be the limit for A, at
no trumps.

If ¥ starts with the ten of hearts, he
enlablishes the nine for A, but in that
case Y would still save the game by
making the spade trick while hes was in,
20 that thres hearts, & #pads and & club
would held A down to two odd.

Here in an Interesting example of con-
fidence In the partner's original bld hav-
ing shown his preparedness for defence
as well an for atiack

very doubtful.

neoe
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Z bid & heart, A three diamonds, hop-
ing his purtner could stop the hearts and
go no trumps. Thia did not stop ¥ from
hidding three hearts, but it encouraged
B to go to four diamonds. This was
passed Ly both 7 and A.

Now let us look at Y'a view of the
sltuation, as he Was the only player that
Ald 1ot go to faur hearte, 1f hin partnes
s prepnred to produce two tricks toward
the defence they cannot both ha In
henrts., Lecauss oven King queen ten s
not &go sure tricks,

If there In only ons sure trick In
hearts the other cannot be In dlamonds,
und queen high In clubg Is not & trick
because It In not what Milton Work hans
defined as a “quick” trick, so the outalde
trick must be in apades.

Here comes & nice point In the second
round of bids that few persons grasp
and that the text booka 4o not pay suf-
ficlent attention to,

When the partner sasists an original
td and this asalst Is overcalied, If the |
original bidder refuses to go ang further |
It may be fairly Inferred that Y had |
only enough to Justify the original dec-
aration or else he can set the opponents’
contract

The puoint i this, The original bid-
der nsgumes two tricks 1h his partpers
Band, The pariner assists because he
has more than these expected two tricke
The original bidder goes on hecauses he
has more than the orlginal hid.

Y Ngured that he could spave the game
at dlamonds, but could net win it ail
hearts, 80 he pamsed. He Is satisfled
with the gpreparations for the defence
and should save the game,

Thin s Just what happensd. Ha led
the ace of heartn and follows] with the
king of ¢lubs.  Finding each adversary
apparently vold of one of these suits, he
led & sl spade to his partner's In-!
ferred 1,ick In that sult, mnd that ended
It, aa & hnd 1o lead the trump.

A won ths trump trick, and ruffed
dummy with & heari, trumping a club
himaelf. After two ruffs, he pulled bouth
Z'a trumms and sand made two bpade
tricks, but could nol reach game,

The eludent will ind It particularly
interesting to try out all the poasible
openings against 7 1f he s left to nlay
it at four hearts, The most critical Is
when A opens with a diamond, which s
not & good beglnnlng.

pDummy trumps, puts E In with a
wpade, trtumpa another diamond, puts 7
In with & trump and trumps & third
dimmund. Now A trumpa the seconl
round of cluba, puts B in with the third
spade and gets a club threugh, whioh

saves his nine of trumpa

Clubk mre tramps and £ i o e ead, '

Y and Z want four tricks against any
defence. The molution (s for Z to lead
the king of spades, upon which Y must
play the quaen. Thim (s In order to pro-
vent Y being forced to win the second
round of epades and lesd up to A's
guarded jack of trumps. The heart ace
Is another matter.

For the second trick Z leada the queen |

of diamonds. A may either trump this

heart trick instead of profiting by A's
mistuke

&’'s bhest deferice In to trump the dla-
mond with the Jack, Thin ¥ overfrumps
* 0 the nee and leads the losing trump
*o as to throw tha (ead Into B's hand
Now H has to lead the spade, and as Y¥'»
qQueen s out of the way 2 can hold the
trick with the nine and make the last
trick with the six.

1f A refuses to trump the Alamond he
makes it samy for ¥ and ¥ to ger *helr
four tricks, ar Y will discard his rematn-
Ing spade when A discards the smaller
of his two hearts. This leaves 2 free tn
peturn fo the spade suit, and 2 A trumpe
Y will overtrump mnd jome a heart trick
At the end. If A throws away his Inst
heart on the second round of spades Y
and Z make five tricks instead of four,
a8 Z wiil lsad a third spade st onee,

Beveral thought they could do It
Eiving & heart trick at once; but this
allows B to discard the diamond, and all
Y and Z can get out of it is two tricks,
A8 A will return the heart and make
bath ten and Jack of trumps

Here 14 0 rather clever little compost-
tlon  In which there Is an sxtra trick
that might easlly escape the attention of
Any but an expert player. It is another

of those early attempts to makes a no !
trumper by leaving out a mult; I

PRIDOR PROVLEM N0, 894

3.0 |

There Is no trump sult and 2 1s in
tie lead. Y und 2 want three tricks
Agalnst any defence Matribution of
the cnrde In an follows

Y has the Inck elght six two of din-
monids | ace of spades, no hearts or clube

A has the elght of hearts, nce quesn
nine of dlamonds and the Juck of
wpades ; no cluba.

It has the Jack ten four thres of
henrta and king of spaden, no olubs or
diamonda,

Z har the king nine six of henarts
i nml deucs of spades
dinmonda.

it clube or

CHECKER ENDINGS

Prohlem No, 382, which was sent o
Tiw BN by Lo B Hart, Jr, who found
It in n clippihg from dn o'd  Keotel
puper, has been identifled by Mr. Lymian
an une published In the old Ivaught
Hoavd in December, 18570, and com-
posed by D, T, Tavener Hrown of
Limerick, who called (¢ “"La uecelle

Those who succeeded in solving It
will probalily agres that It i s reminrekes
ubiy instractive position, mliowing us It
lien how & player with o superioe
mericnl force agalnst hin ey cover
Jimme'f up so am to render 1t impossi-
Hle for his opponent to awap down ta n
winning poasition

Thea distribution of

the

| problem

In

—_—

Those whe get the aritical mave will be
agresably surpriesd at the ending.

PROMLAM NO. 04—CHECRRRS.
By H. D Lyman

Black to play and win,

Thae distribution of the pleces In: Black
men on 14 and 23; king on 80, White
man on 31; king on b,

THE FALSE SCALNS

Beveral claver attempts at solving this
were sant to Tum Ron, but
they dki not quite reach the exact facts,

| The best analywis of the wsituation Is:
! fromy Charles

D. Shuldham, which fol-
lown :

The point that the inspector made
agninst the grocer, which waa quite suf-
fclent for his purposs, perhaps, was that
the weighis must be false, although the
grocer Inaisted that It was only the
scales that were out of trus, which waa
not his fault

One of thres propositions must be the
correct explanation: 1. Tha scales are
trus and the welghts false. 2. The
scnles ara fulse and the weights true,
3. Both are false. The point s that un-
less it In the second 1t in the welghts
that are wrong, and the second condition
is ahown by Mr. Shuldham to he impos-
nible, Here In hin demons=tration.

e Cc

A

Let Lewt. of Iard in ounees,
COlewt of grocer's 1 1h. wt, 'n ounces,
Glemwt. of grocer's 2 b, wt. In ounces,

trick or pass 1t up. If he trumps with AR
the four he losea every trick, an Y cani X--R-
avertrump with the sight, ratch both ten v 1 1
';f“' Jack and return the spade meven to | 1 "};’,'_1:. it i i
‘.
The student will see that this la the G148, 7
play provided for by giving up the | s
mpade queen on the first trick. If T now Le=i?ex
held that card he would hava to lose a file=17 02

=34 0n
The scules eannot be false and the
ghta true for {f so
181X
fleii8+Lix
184 Le=ddx
=jix’

' = [ fn)
h by
32mm X (184702
i LX=iix
Le18

! ana
3=

Ee-] (4.0
| but Ia)

/‘.

NET)

'whirh 1s absurd,

| &It scales and welghts ara both

| falme
M=Lx
| 02e= (14012
| 1A4AGI=léx
whitch lsaven thres equations tosdlscover
| four unknown quantities.

CHESS FOR PLAYER,
LOYER AND STUDENT

Lasker and Johner Win at
Chicago and Copen-
dagen,

o Edward Lasker, ehamplon of the
Metropolitan Chess League of this city,
| Iata champion of the City of London
Chess Club and champlon of Chicago,
has won another titls, namely, that of
champion of the Western Cheas a-
tion, by winning the championship tour-
ney of that organization, a ocontemt
h was begun at the Kenwood Chens

of Chicago on August 14 and oon-
sluded last Wednesday, Thare waere
twenty entries, the names of which were
given In these eolumns lant BSunday.
Lasker secured the first prise with a
total of 10, games won and 3% gamea
lost. W. Bhowalter of George-

1
L . Hahlboemn secured the third prise
with 143 pointa to 43, J. T. Beckner
of Winchestar, Ky., Norman T. Whit-
aker of Washington, D, C, by virtus of

yenr's ehllmthip at Laxing-
ton, Ky, follow! offfosrs weie
elocted at the meeting: J. T, I'nlnlmu g

Chlcago,

Word eomes from Oopenhagen that
the International tourney played In that

¢ity last month was won by Paul Johner,

;_
S
?
z
'E'
;

Laewenberg of Bwedan and Marchand
Holland tled for the remaining three
| prizes with & scors of 434 points each.
| The other sompstitors wers: Hwemsen,
Aweden, §; Nyholm, Sweden, 245 Ja-
| cobson, Bweden, and Glersing, Denmark,
| points esch. The promising Dutoh
player Marchand only just missed the
winning of the firat prise by losing his
laxt gams, An interesting game from
this conteat will appear next week.

As wan generally expected, only slow
progress was made in the summer han-
dicap tourney of the Empire City Chesm

| Cluh, in spite of the fact that forty-one

| players are in this contest, The

| match betwsen P. Lipsachuets and W.

| Thompson, however, was concluded, the

i former winning the bout by thres gumaes
to one.

PROBLEM MO, €74 BY L B SALETND.
Wack—Ten pleces

White—[Eleven ploces
White 1o play snd mate In thres meves

SCHOOL FOR CARD PLAYERS.

Auetion Rriige. M H T. says: Near|smand and that If he passes the dealer

(tha end of the play one of the op-
 ponents of the declarer has a card too [ not tike hla partner out of the doubls.
i Urnder the laws the double cannot be

which she says saha picked up
INoes the

many.
| from the dummy by mistala

| deal stand, na it was correct In the firat

| place?
| tWhen tha card was picked up from
|!'Iw- Aummy s not stated.  If at the be-
ginning, of or during the play, how Is
{t that no one notlesd 1t? Tf from the
lhuml that afterwnrd became dummy,
but hefars tha play, the deal in vold, as
[one player has tos many cards and one
ton few.

B L. 1 mays Some playersa here
Atspute the declalon racantly given in
Tuw Bry that thersa can bs no new
idnl if & player s a card short wnd
that card Is found on the floor. Why
should the deal stand®

Ench player ls supposed to count his
cards and pee to It that ha has thirtaen.
1f he in short the card must ba found
(1f thas others have thelr right number),
and {f 1t 1a found on the foor when he
should have it in his hand he I8 re-
sponaibls for 1t just as if it had been in
Ita proper placs, In liim hand

W, R osaywr
Mamonds out of Hand on seven i se-
quenoe e the King, four vlubs to the
Wing  queen  jack, and King Jack
Cpailes, no hearte When the third hand
| went 1o thres to trumps the Adealer
" went hack to the dlamonds. Which s
right, ‘he no trump. or the four iin-
pmnpd Wl after the three no trumps?

{*annnt mes tha objsct of bidding no
\ trumps when the dealer atarts with
three diamonds, The third hand should
Ufiave let It alone, and the dealer wils
right to KO back.

M A mnysi Rome whn play at
tie New York Whist Club stats that It
|« the rule In that club never 1o take
the puriner out of A& no Ltrumper, nor
sny other hid for that matter, with &
einnr siit, unless you hold both nce
nnd King.

' Ngver heard of any such rile, and
Ao et now of any sych elub. Your
informiants have the niame Wrong, or
are mistaken in thelr siatement of the

. rule, or both

Biak men on 4, 4, K 13, 18, “ll:f":,, Uili J K mave  [leass m-‘;“T "_ll:tlihl:
14 wndd 20, No kinge. White 1t ' end of an ne
and draw. Here are the moves m’t sigriifien 1o mors than & deaire to ruff
nolye the wes sult?
White Black Never heard of 1. The ace followed
321 A Bd—2d by the king shows no more than & will-
1::1: ::_-’"_ tngnens to he forced, but thers ars muny
TT—[;II 3.1:_-_-?»:'. cenvonn for leading another suit after
f— 2 $3=s13 wading an ace and aseing the dummy
Yo # Y a4 L
13— 8 232 H. M t' says: A hets that If thres
fi— 1 plisorn pase they cannot any of them
It being the rule Mar the stronger « qa como inie the bidding again, so that 14

must win 60 moves wfter helng notifie
that It Is n drawn game, It s clear that
the King <an move from 1 10 § and buck
skda forever,

At “A" black may vary his attack by

playing 3—7. Then we got this varia-
tion :

11— 1 -1

10— 7 830

14=10 an=—=2%

Py 2R3

i it 1) 28—-17

a— 1
The same o} 1 -5 and §—1 uuve Is
now in evidence.
Mr. Lyman always har pomathing sea-
sonable and original. Hese 4 his con.
trivation the het wweather series

(™)
&

the fourth deciares anything that dec-
taration is fnal.  The case wos this:
|7 dealt and passed, wo did A and T, but
M bid n club and insisted that It was
Anal, When Y dimputed it A het B was
right.

It | anly when thres players In turn
‘pass m decleration that they cannot re-
Frrm-r the bIdd ng. This {s quite & Aif-

ferent thing fiow passing before any
| dectaration has Sesh mads,

N T 1. says: The Aerler blds a
spade, second hund two hoarts. Third
fnd says:  “IU doubls that. No 1
woa't Two spades.’ Fourth hand fa-
sists that the Arst dsclarstion shall

‘rho.-den'ler bids three |

of |

ts harrsd from Bl4dIng, o that he can-

changed, even If It wag & allp of the
tongue ; tharefore the declaration is two
hearts doubled, but there is no penalty
agalnat the player nor against his part-
ner. It may Se objected that ths hint
conveyed Dy the two spade declaration
woull be an unfair advantage for tha
, dealer, but the laws do not specify any
jremedy.

Poker. P. B. MeT. asks if there In
any auch thing ss a misdeal in poker,
| If what Is meant i & misdeal that
!lores the deal the answer la noj bdut
| there are many mindeala, such as giving
out too many hands or too few or too
many cards,

W. C. L. says: A has been
twice on thres treys and is satisfled that
In.- cannot win the pot uniess he gets a
| fourth trey or matches his 044 card for

A full houss. As he In the last man to

i

| draw and there are only thres ocards| W

isft, B bets him §10 It 1s 61 to 1 that he
| doos not get the fourth trey on a one
lcurd draw. Are thess the odda?

Not quite. There are only 47 un-
| known cards, and A fs going to draw
one of them., That makes It only 44 to 1
againat his getting the one he wants, as
there is only one In the 47 that will sult
lilm. B must have forgotten the ocards
already in A's hand. It would be 51 to 1
ngainat drawing & named trey, such as

from three cards taken at random from
that pack.

T. M. B, says: A bets that he ean
meld the trump marriage when spades
are trumps, with the jack of diamonds,
nil at one time for 100, L& this meld In
the booka? Flaying two hand

There I8 & mald, seldom plr M pow.
called grand pinochle, the /& and
queen of spades and the X M of dia-
monds, which is worth 80, no mattar
what s trumps, so that spades bemg
trumps doea not increass ita value, It
i given In Foater's Hoyle, page 181 of
‘he latest edition,

R.J sage: A 18 drawing to an ace
and & king. B bets, as thers are seven
in the game, the chances against him are
greater than !f there were only two men
in. la this true?

The number of men in the game or
Arawing cards has nothing to do with it
The chances that the cards wanted are
still In the pack with only twe men
playing are just the sams aa the chanoem
against any of the seven men having
drawn them.

Buchre. Mre, T. says! Weo hawe ten
tablea avery week and thres prizsea If
A has won 13 games, Band C 1), and D
only 10, we make B and C play off the
tie for second after A and D have taken
thelr prizsea, 1s this not correci?

No, because D 414 not win anything.
The three prizes are for the thres bast
scores. These are made by A, B and C.
First prize goes to A, and then B and C
play off for ths cholce of second and
third. Whichever wina takes which
prize she plessss and the loser takes the
other, D 1 not in it at all

Beven U O MoO. sayw A goin o

the trey of spades, from a full pack, or| ¢7y

7

—_—

BY FRANK JANET.
Havean plrres

PFRONLEN NO. 415
LIS

White—#even plecen.
White t0 play and maie in two moves

A salestion of games, played in the
shamplonship tournameot of the \West-

erm Chass Assoclation In herewith ape
pended :
QUREN'S PAWN QI'ENING
', A | or. Muoorman
Mot | \ehter Mo
ity v Kes BB
: ERE B R
1 o g
OxQ ek ¢ M ...E'
H - B v Re 8
a
- u -
~-K4
1-Kua

,
gge

f.l
AT,
,*:g‘g

AXTTREETTTAARNIINENET RIS

aTZssAssso s s N Er RNy

i E .
- ur };' .
i vas Py
-Kt K- Be
: § 55
54 ~Rh }: L
“BA "B
“ MR KO
- | %8 -840 "R
Both players wers i1 :
agreed to call ",: .“:'"l"’d’-:'.::lhau. »d and
QUEEN'S GAMHEIT DECLINED
walber, L
T Wine
M BeMeh MHal
f2s i i
(30 HxRe  Mal
27 G RAch h hiz
3 K Ty
W Ku

T
5
5

) 1A
y 4
R
i E_;i?“" R
!fs;, s ﬁ":;
dEN Ei
| 4 1A% eh Ren
HEBT i,

BIRD'S OPENING

L [T lanker
Hlack. White Hinck,
;: K4 10 KK lfll R
3 2UKH KKt 'a*
Bx Pz H HT
{; Kta | 22 K- K2 i W RS
.; “lll |g: !lﬁlul I lll
| 4 1" WA
EIK " 3 u.? A K1
e BN NV
1 7 Bl I QU
1 P-KB3 28 K-h4 (1134
: n Ka WI-HAN K R2
Unstles |80 R (‘.'d oK
1 Kt K2 1 ka K
1 PaB |42 K A K B7
1 Kt Kia 31 Kk hin kaxl*
= u H;N :N'l: s H K3
L7 4]
1 W-H2
QUEEN'A COUNTER (JANBIT,
gﬂ- !#t-r Wonlhme Tk e
lack. White Rlack
1 a‘ 12 KaH Can
t B ~ R4 14 h Rt P Qhs
] Qr 14 B R Kt Q4
4 Kuv-QB3d 1501 kd ke hilch
[ ] P 1A K Kts K1 K2
a HHW 17 K B Ko Ky Q4
7 K up In kKt kizhi
[ ] L gdnheb- 1R QR Kt R
L ] Navh 2018 (‘ll'l " Hieh
10 n—-ru-h |1 KB Ki Wl
1 Haltch Mate

(@) It K—K? 2 then Kt-Qt mate
QUEEN'S PAWN (IPENINO

H—-‘ Gesaner. | Laskor Litmatior
2 hite. Niack ll“l:ml'l. Minvk
X 4 h
|E}9ﬂn 18 N o o
:K-Ll_l H;‘ KRa a4 ll‘:i"II Q kil
-2 s K R fimho*
ARSHe Rk g ke R
8 F-Ra Cantine T QuRP L Y]
7 Il [} P QRts | s i $ohis
LB RN Paf !.'m §hl‘h L
@ ﬁ Ré H Kia 4n deh h I
0 B-Ke Hah 419 UReli koM
1 3“‘ 1 Ha RN Bk b it
2 Cantlen P K 1 hHY Q Hsoh
 BaKt Hiuzh 44 h k2 Y LR
4 Pep sy 15 Rt QA Y hiTrl
:Nll-? H N:‘ du:: "kl (O )
- 17T KL K Qe
T atl » Ht&i |4 K W 3 Bﬂnh
L) SIH' h2 LR R (NIRRT ]
[ --l{ll.! HQ st He 9 hs
na--n 1" gy g ogseh b e
1 n H Q1 SRt Kiseh K i
22 K- K2 hHQ '-uli.hn 1" 114
taﬁ 2 QN LI L (O (1]
4 HzRt Rkt A Qe I kea
b H-ﬂ Hsi g .{ R
8 Kait 1" KKtea | o7 N2eh W ki
7R K3 1 Rh . g e N s
% Ke-Q2 " ,N A he g H ki3
0 Re-hd 4 K4 o Wt ek el
iy - K3 s [ N2 ok and
1 PP (VI8 (11 Mixina in | wa

SOLTTION ™0 No &2

1 EL-Bd, KaKi: & Q QF A~

L EKt=B4, K K3, 2 @ Qi b, &

1. Ki-B4, U H. 2 © Q1 ch. &r

1. Kt—B4, U-H! Qzy. &~

1. Kt—B4 Q-Ki: ° Q -Qich, he

1. KB4, Ki—=B4: & §Q -Q% oh. ke
L Kt—B4 any other; . g Q4 oh, &¢

BOLUTION TO NO 41}
1. R-E1, &c
“Cook': 1| P—Ra Q. &~
Bolutlens recelved to Proabiemne Nas 4°0

and 478 fram Jahn Hogner, SNaw Vark
elty: Hanjfamin Orenthal, New Yark vy
F Mamon, Hye, 5 V., M A ®orochn
Naw York city, . H Wisspnar, 1lecakln,
N. T.. A. T Wenthiron, oston, Mass
Another SBalver. Ba'tlmors, M4 Vandoiph
Wehstar, Newark, N 1. Jdahn Fou, J7,
New York city
Holutlane recelvad ta I'rohism ~a 47§
feom Joseph Hraphensoan Heooklyn, YV
A. Ph Lengenferd, Jdersey 053, % |
Balutions to Prabiedn N W1 racat o md
from J. F Wurp!l, New York citv. W s
1. W, New York eity  Fraderlek (0 | acay,
New York oty Fiward 11 d'ane (farts
ftord, onn
Additiona! sa'utlons recaived fron A .
fonen Martiner. Havona, ¢ ghn;,  Fabp
lequin, EFart iwange > | [one'd Js
ecobus, New Haven, i'nun , e AY)re
wut, Yonkets, N, % 4 1'rahleme  Noy
amd 671
CORRESIOINDENCE

J. P Poggenburg. New York ™ty Poel-
1lon recelved, Shuil recelve an sar'y its

tention.

piteh for two when he wanta threa to gn
H wants only one and makea las, whiia
A getn high, fuck sl gome B bmis he
is out Arst, as low counts second pnd A
cannot elalm privilegs havond the tnan
he bld.

B ia wrong, an the Widder hias the Armt
count and seores all e muhes. regurilioss
of what he bl 1f % =as the |
mads three, whilvh put him out, 1 oh
not matter what the thoee g
they counted aliead of 1

whiler picd
we

Hile Were,

In
tha

H. B osaye: If the curds are
the players akin down to six or plas
nine?

That 1a usunlly & matter of agreenent
before the gemea bepgins
play the nine, while there Mlnte 10 A
wasts of time to play mare than six

Soame ks 1o

Pinochle. 1. 10 1 s 1 ing tea
hand, A melds 40 pdron hia, spaides laone
trumps linter b ol 1t s i1y e
ace, ten, King and juch
drawing the secotud
melds it with e king o
t‘n To this B olife
tha king on the
ried to the gueen gn tne
free, Just as the queen | plrowiile
free (o muke up the equerni s in umps

The cases ara not parailel, 'The lav s

LI R L U

torbhl Aany cnrd bwing vsed for an in-
ferfor meld that has adwendy been used
as part of n suprior tnell 0 the sams
plasn. ol thmeriaEe ol s nee e
hoth In the samwe oliss of o lbs, s A
Pinochle 1= i lasns W e kg of
trumps was uked ws part of A superlor
meld In Clnas A, Brogsipe seqiie e, wonth
150, Aand cannot plfieeward le assl fop
the lesa valunble meld tn the snme clasgy
worth enly 49,

-




